
Frank Stuart Dethridge Memorial Address 2001 
Globalisation - Pressures and Challenges 

Justice Brian Tamberlin * 

Federal Court of Australia 

The Dethridge annual address developed from a lifetime engagement and fascination 
with maritime law on the part of Frank Dethridge. He is remembered and admired with 
affection and respect for having the vision which led to the founding of this association 
in May 1975 and for his outstanding service to the law and the maritime community. 
These addresses provide an opportunity on a continuing basis to address major 
developments touching on matters maritime. The topic of my address today is 
"Globalisation - Pressures and Challenges". 

"Globalisation" is like a hologram. Every time you look at it from a different angle 
or under a new light it assumes a different colour and dimension. In this address, I want 
to present an overview of some of its implications with respect to developments which 
impinge upon the law. 

The more seamless the linking of global operations of national enterprises the 
greater the potential for actions in one nation to have repercussions in other states or 
regions. 

Over the past month, the world has witnessed the consequences of a globally 
orchestrated terrorist campaign. The September attacks were organised, financed and 
implemented fiom bases in many countries. The attacks have had a worldwide impact 
on international fmancial markets, labour markets. the insurance industry, airline 
businesses and tourism, not to mention their effect on confidence in the ability of 
nations to protect their citizens against global terrorist tactics. Witness also the 
cancellation of the CI-IOGM Conference. 

The developing response has necessarily been organised on a global basis. To date, 
there has been a degree of international co-operation on a scale never before seen in 
tracing the perpetrators and their supporters and acting to stamp out terrorism. Not only 
have the investigations disclosed a global strategy of disruption but they have also 
uncokered a collateral proposal to profit on global markets fiom the consequent collapse 
sf confidence, Although the weapons used to commandeer the planes were p r i ~ t i v e  in 
the extreme, the overall pla g b e h d  the agachs wds highly sophisticated and co- 
ordulated, et~ploiting the latest comunications and technology, While the 
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