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Overview

• The Problem
• Persistence of Piracy
• Fishing Issues
• Slavery at sea
• Legal responses
• Way forward









http://www.antaranews.com/en/news/8912
1/indonesia-continues-to-fight-illegal-
fishinghttp://www.antaranews.com/en/news
/89121/indonesia-continues-to-fight-illegal-
fishing
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Legal Responses

FAO
• Code of Conduct for Responsible 

Fisheries
• Agreement on Port State Measures to 

Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing

• International Plan of Action on IUU 
Fishing (IPOA-IUU)

UNODC
• UN Convention on Transnational 

Organised Crime (2000) 
• Migrant Smuggling Protocol
• Human Trafficking Protocol

IMO

• International Convention on Standards 
of Training, Certification and Watch-
keeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel, 
1995 (STCW)

• Torremolinos Protocol 1993
• Capetown Agreement 2012
• Convention on Facilitation of 

International Maritime Traffic, 1965 
• International Convention for the Safety 

of Life at Sea (SOLAS)
• Maritime Labour Convention (MLC) 

ILO
• Forced Labour Convention 1930 (No 29)
• Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 (No. 

188)
• Work in Fishing Recommendation (No. 

199)



Recommendations

• Recommendations are clear
– Ratify existing international law
– Strengthen the legal framework for 

fisheries
– Enhance monitoring and enforcement

• Key challenge 
– Implementing law
– Operationalising recommendations





Technology

• Vessel monitoring + geo fences + drones + satellite tracking



Way Forward

• Legal Governance
– FAO expanded jurisdiction to include 

fisheries crime
– IMO regulations on merchant shipping 

extended to fishing vessels
– ILO treaties at the intersection of fishing 

and slavery ratified
– Harmonised agenda 

• Monitoring & Enforcement
– Multi-lateral use of drone, VMS, geo-

fence and tracking technology
– Cooperative policing through bi-lateral 

and shiprider agreements
– Organised crime task force



Summary
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