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MEPC – What do I mean?



MEPC – How does an item develop

Committee

• New Item introduced
• Accepted onto the Work Programme

Committee

• Submissions on how to address 
• Refer to a working group 

Committee

• Decision on way to progress
• Refer to a Sub-committee



MEPC – How does an item develop

Sub
Committee

• Technical work undertaken
• Report to Committee

Committee

• Accept or refer back to Sub-Committee
• If accept then first approval

Committee
• Adoption of changes at next session

• Implementation into law by Member 
States



Changing times – Nature of Items
• Large/new items

• Number of papers

• Major agenda items with 
divergent views on approach
• New / different representation
• Familiarity with IMO process
• Tensions

• Process change



Changing times – Regulatory Process
• Regulatory impact assessment

• Different approaches: regulation driving 
innovation or regulation wait until 
technology exists



Changing times – Relationships
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